22                   PROBLEMS OF POWER
healthier Americans of the present generation are the descendants of men and women who had a peculiar endowment of energy, and a special training that was productive of real will-power; it is, in a word, just because they have been able to preserve their " forms of thought/' that they have been able to expand with such abounding elasticity, and such a steady, and often insolent, optimism, within the vast limits of their continent, and that, furthermore, now those limits have been reached, they have been able to develop the sanely sceptical attitude as regards the quality of their achievements, and the unflinching resolve to justify their belief in themselves, which are bound to strike any observer as characteristic of American society to-day. The horizon of a religious mind is not confined within the meridians traced on the surface of the earth. For many generations the Americans were profoundly religious, and their perspectives reached outward into spaces the reality of which was as characteristic as their remoteness. The Americans of to-day are less religious, notwithstanding the evidence afforded by the statistics of church-membership. But the habit that they have acquired, of taking the idealistic, mystical, religious, far-view of human actions, their utter failure to comprehend the narrow terre-d-terre point of view, remains with them as a " form " of thought, which has been singularly and happily adjusted to the purely geographical conditions of their national expansion. An energy and a will to organize American society on a national basis, is now being manifested in a spirit hostile to some of the most sacred political and social traditions of the people of the independent States. This is the impressive implication of the whole wondrous spectacle of modern America. Now, this pervasive domestic unrest, the internal transformations, have uniformly escaped the notice of the foreign observer, or, when he has obtained some inkling of them, he has usually misinterpreted them. The great fact, however, which has impressed itself upon him with extraordinary